Increased incidence of sarcoma in patients treated for testicular seminoma.
In a nationwide cancer registry analysis of second primary malignancies in 6187 men with testicular cancer in the period 1943-1987, 13 sarcomas were found, yielding a 4-fold increase of the relative risk (RR). The majority of sarcomas occurred in men with seminoma, and the increased incidence was seen irrespectively of time since the diagnosis of testicular cancer. The interval between the testicular cancer and the sarcoma varied from 5-34 years. After investigation of the hospital records and re-examination of the histological specimens, 3 patients were excluded. In spite of this, the RR was still considerably increased (at least 3-fold). Seven of the 10 sarcomas were found to be located within the field of the radiation treatment administered and three at the periphery. The absolute number of these secondary sarcomas is low, but the risk of developing such neoplasms and other malignancies should, even so, be kept in mind in the follow-up of testicular cancer patients.